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INTERESTING WEBSITE

Virtual visit to SSHC

ask lois

Ask Lois, a project of Women’s Legal Services NSW, is a 
secure website providing online training, resources and a 
support network for community workers in rural and regional 
areas who are responding to women with legal needs. 

The focus is legal issues resulting from domestic and family 
violence and the site provides community workers with 
information to assist them in their role when responding to 
women who are experiencing or escaping domestic and 
family violence. 

Features of Ask LOIS include free online training through 
webinars (online workshops), access to case studies with 
handy tips for responding to domestic violence, 
a comprehensive resource library with fact sheets, toolkits 
and videos, discussion forums for community workers to 
connect with their peers and links to domestic violence 
services in NSW. 

Visit www.asklois.org.au

“The global HIV/AIDS epidemic is 
an unprecedented crisis that requires 
an unprecedented response. 

In particular it requires solidarity 
between the healthy and the sick, 
between rich and poor, and 
above all, between richer and 
poorer nations. 

We have 30 million orphans already. 
How many more do we have to get, 
to wake up?”

Kofi Annan

The Sydney Sexual Health Centre (SSHC) is the oldest sexual 
health service in NSW. It is a busy clinical, educational, 
research, and community-oriented centre offering specialist 
expertise in Sexually Transmissible Infections (STI) and HIV. 

Sydney Sexual Health Centre provides free and confidential 
testing, support, treatment and management of Sexually 
Transmissible Infections (STI), HIV/AIDS and viral hepatitis. 
We are funded to provide care to people with symptoms of 
STI, to people who have had sex with someone with an STI 
and to people at increased risk of STI and HIV.

Click here to make a virtual visit to the clinic in this Vimeo clip 
entitled: Scott visits the clinic for a check-up. 
www.sshc.org.au/VirtualVisit.aspx



CAMPAIGN

KEY EVENT

RAPID TESTING
On Monday 17th December 2012 Health Minister Jillian 
Skinner welcomed news that the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration (TGA) had approved new rapid screening tests 
for HIV to be available in Australia.

Mrs Skinner joined Federal Minister for Health Tanya Plibersek 
and Parliamentary Secretary for Health and Ageing Catherine 
King at the Albion Centre, Sydney for the announcement.
“The NSW Government funded research trials for rapid 
screening tests,” Mrs Skinner said.

“This is the first test to be licensed in Australia but it is 
currently not funded by the Commonwealth Government. 
The NSW Government and other stakeholders will be 
working with the Commonwealth to fast-track funding 
approval for these tests.

“The on-the-spot rapid testing produces preliminary results in 
just 30 minutes. The test – Alere Determine Combo HIV 1/2 
AG/AB - will go a long way to ensuring patients can quickly 
assess their HIV status, receive treatment quicker and 
potentially curb infection rates.”

For more information please visit:
www.tga.gov.au/consumers/information-devices-hiv-rapid-tests.htm

Get the effects by txt!
The Australian Drug Foundation will launch its Get the effects 
by txt! drug SMS information service today, a service that is 
a first of its kind in Australia.

Get the effects by txt! is an addition to the ADF’s DrugInfo 
phone line by providing credible drug information direct to 
your mobile, 24/7.

People can text any drug name to 0439 TELL ME (0439 835 563) 
and receive an instant health and safety message in return. 

The message lists a number of the drug’s effects and provides 
links for further information on the Australian Drug Foundation’s 
DrugInfo website as well as the phone number of a 24/7 free 
and confidential counseling service.

John Rogerson, CEO of the Australian Drug Foundation, said 
the service is being released during Schoolies Week to provide 
instant and up-to-date drug information to people across 
Australia, especially young people.

“Our team has developed the comprehensive database, which 
includes more than1200 variations of drug names to ensure 

Federal Minister for Health, Tanya Plibersek and NSW 
Minister for Health and Medical Research, Jillian 
Skinner MP receive a live demonstration of the new rapid 
screen test for HIV

misspellings; common terms and slang names are also 
picked up. If you consider around 90 per cent of the 
Australian population, over 14 years of age, has a 
mobile phone, it made sense to introduce an SMS 
service that provides instant and credible drug 
information around the clock,” he said.

“This confidential service will enable young people 
to look out for their mates, and will make it easy for 
parents to be informed. The Australian Drug Foundation 
firmly believes that better knowledge and understanding 
about drugs is a key way Australia can reduce risks to 
individuals and the community,” he added.

Standard rates apply to text 0439 835 563.

NSW Minister for Health and Medical Research, Jillian Skinner 
MP (left) with Federal Minister for Health, Tanya Plibersek 
answer questions from media on the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration approval of the new rapid screen tests for HIV 
to be available in Australia. 



Who are they and What do they do?

why poverty?  
Why Poverty? Uses film to get people talking 
about poverty. 

Award-winning film makers have been 
commissioned to make eight documentaries about 
poverty, and new and emerging talents to make 
around 30 short films. The films tackle big issues 
and pose difficult questions, but they’re also 
moving, subtle and thought-provoking stories. 

You can watch clips and shorts online now, and find 
out more about what’s happening in your country.  

From January 2013, the documentaries will be 
available to everyone online and we’ll begin an 
outreach programme, building on the momentum 
from broadcast. 

Why Poverty? are not a campaigning organisation. 
They don’t want money. They’re not pushing for a 
single, specific solution to global poverty. 

Their aims are to produce narratives that inspire 
people to think and be part of the solution; to 
involve the best filmmakers in the creation of bold 
and provocative factual films; to bring together

OUT AND ABOUT

south coast 
correctional centre

broadcasters worldwide and engage with a wide and diverse 
audience through multiple media platforms; to create a global 
outreach campaign, supplementing the broadcasts with extra 
teaching materials; to engage with decision-makers and 
influencers to find solutions for change Why Poverty want 
people to think about the issue and ask questions. 

If you want to find out more or get involved, there’s more 
information on the site about the issues raised in the films and 
links to in-depth resources and organisations working in 
these areas

Click here for more info 

In 2012 the HARP team partnered with the South Coast 
Correctional Centre for the development of Hepatitis C 
resources for inmates. The project lasted six months, with 
many inmates involved as part of their educational program 
and Certificate II in literacy.

Hepatitis C remains significantly more common amongst 
prison populations, so there was a need for such a resource 
to be developed. HARP staff, along with staff from 
corrections and Justice Health worked with the inmates to 
come up with some key messages in regards to Hepatitis C 
that were of particular relevance to inmates.

Several education sessions were held on Hepatitis C, with 
40 inmates attending and increasing their awareness and 
knowledge of the virus. These inmates then worked with a 
sculptor to develop a series of plasticine figurines which they 
would then use to portray key messages on Hepatitis C in a 
DVD and brochure format. 

The brochure can be seen in the attached photo. The DVD 
was very moving, with two of the inmates wanting to be 
filmed discussing their experience of Hepatitis C. This gave 
the DVD a very personal touch and sent clear messages 
about the risks of Hepatitis C to other inmates. 

In addition to the resources developed by the inmates, drink 
bottles and document wallets with the logo “Be aware, 
don’t bloody share, Hep C is there” were distributed to 500 
inmates at the centre. This logo was developed by inmates 
in the Certificate II class and was voted as the moto they 
wanted to use for their project.

On Monday 17th 
December 2012, 
a launch of the 
resources was held 
during a morning tea 
at the centre. 

It was great to see 
inmates being 
rewarded for their 
fantastic contributions 
and successes and 
to see them take 
pride in the resources 
they had created.

www.whypoverty.net/#en/about?&_suid=135405363104908811751840818063
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12th  February  The Talk one day workshop at Nan Tien temple

1-28 February International CHD Awareness Month

1-28 February Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month

1-28 February Heart Research Month

4 February  World Cancer Day

6 February  International Day of Zero Tolerance to Female Genital Mutilation

10-16 February  Duchenne Awareness Week

14 February  National Condom Day

20 February  World Harmony Day

24 February -  Donate Life Week
3 March 

february

RESOURCE OF THE MONTH

Time to stock up on resources for your service for 2013?

Please see the attached order form. 

Email: jennifer.farinella@sesiahs.health.nsw.gov.au or fax back to 4221 6722


