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Red Ribbon Grants Information 2018 

 

What are the HARP Unit Red Ribbon Grants? 

HARP is offering grants valued up to $500. The Red Ribbon is a unifying symbol of solidarity and respect for people 
living with HIV/AIDS and it continues to raise awareness globally. According to the World Health Organisation (WHO) 
in 2016, 1 million people died of HIV related illness and approximately 36.7 million people are living with HIV/AIDS 
worldwide. World AIDS Day is acknowledges globally on December 1st. 
 
HIV stands for human immunodeficiency virus. HIV is in the blood, semen, vaginal fluid or breast milk of an infected 
person. HIV is not transmitted by kissing or cuddling, by day-to-day social contact such as shaking hands, by sharing 
cutlery, cups or glasses, by eating food prepared by someone with HIV, through toilet seats, or by mosquito or other 
insect bites. In 2016, it was estimated that there were 26,444 people living with HIV in Australia. There are about 
10,000 people in NSW living with HIV and one in 5 people diagnosed with HIV get it through heterosexual sex. 

Some people don’t know they have HIV, which means they are not getting the health benefits of being on HIV 
treatment. Not knowing you have HIV means it could also be passed on to other people. Being diagnosed with HIV 
enables early treatment, which helps people stay well and live long and healthy lives. There are many places you can 
go to have a HIV test including Doctors, Aboriginal Medical Services, sexual health clinics and now the Dried Blood 
Spot test that can be ordered online and posted out. 

HIV testing is free, easy, fast and confidential.  

The Grants support activities that: 

 Effectively engage the general community around HIV 

 Work in partnership, including General Practice (GP), Hospitals and non-government organisations (NGOs) 

 Promote their project or activity well by engaging media, including social media. 

What’s achievable? 

Think of an idea that’s engaging and will increase community conversations about HIV. Brainstorm with a member of 

the HARP Unit if you need to about the assets you can use/or have for your project. Think about who can come on 

board and partner to support your idea. This includes health related agencies, General Practice, hospitals, local 

councils, media outlets, sporting clubs, local businesses, and community organisations. 

Here are some examples: 

 Run a social media competition on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, etc. 

 Invite a positive speaker to talk at your workplace, organisation or event. This would be a great idea if you 

work in a healthcare setting. Here is some info: http://www.positivelife.org.au/positive-speakers-bureau-

psb/positive-speakers-bureau.html 

 Coordinate an awareness raising event like a Red Run (fun run) or Red Flashmob in your community and 

invite the local media to promote your event 

 Host a work morning tea. Dress Red. BBQs and cakes will only be funded if they are part of a larger event 

that meets the aims of World AIDS Day. 

How do I apply? 

Follow these steps: 

1. Read the ideas guide below 

2. Talk to a HARP Unit member (if you need to bounce an idea around). 

3. Fill out the application form 

4. Review the form with a member of the HARP Unit 

5. Submit 

https://www.hivtest.health.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.positivelife.org.au/positive-speakers-bureau-psb/positive-speakers-bureau.html
http://www.positivelife.org.au/positive-speakers-bureau-psb/positive-speakers-bureau.html


 

Submission? 

Red Ribbon applications will be accepted by email until close of business Friday 12th October, 2018. Please send 

applications by email to: scott.lockhart@health.nsw.gov.au or ring 4254 2794. 

Projects will be reviewed by a committee the following week and you will be informed within one week as to 

whether your project will be funded. 

Who do I talk to? 

Staff at the HARP Unit are here to assist you with your ideas and request for funding. They can help with developing 

your idea and putting your plans into words.  

  
  
  
How long do I have to complete my project? 

Projects are usually scheduled in the lead up to HIV Awareness Week and World AIDS Day, which is on the 1st 

December. There is a couple of week’s flexibility to run on either side of this date. 

 

Need some information about HIV? 

Statistics on HIV in NSW: 

 Ending HIV  

 

 

http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv/Pages/tools-and-data.aspx
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/endinghiv/Pages/default.aspx


 


